A RESOURCE GUIDE TO GOSPORT
AND ITS PEOPLE DURING
THE GREAT WAR

REMEMBERING THE
UNFORGETTABLE
FOUR LONG YEARS
PEACE AT LAST

2

Equinox

www.yo ur websi te.com

INTRODUCTION
This booklet provides an
overview of three large
heritage-based art projects,
focusing on the people of
Gosport in Hampshire. It
covers the town’s important
role in the First World War,
also known as the Great War,
between 1914 and 1918.
Gosport Heritage Open Days
(GHODs) in collaboration
with Splodge Designs, were
fortunate to secure grants
from the Heritage Lottery Fund
“First World War: Then and
Now” programme. The research
and creative activities ran
from 2014 through to 2018 to
commemorate the centenary of
the 1918 Armistice which came
into effect on 11 November.
The aim was to increase
general awareness of Gosport’s
contribution to the war effort
on both military and civilian
fronts. It was also important
to capture the learning and
creativity from the projects
so that they could be easily
accessed for generations.
Splodge Designs motivated
local community groups to
explore their heritage through
workshops using interactive
methods to share information
and images.

These groups responded in a
variety of ways to contribute
artwork and content for display
pieces. Some of the displays
were in the form of textile
pieces, 3D models and digital
collages. Many participants
contributed towards the
soundtracks by reading out
research or by singing songs
from the era.
To make these displays usable
and enjoyable to a wide range
of people, including those
with sensory or cognitive
impairments, a variety
of accessible techniques
were used. These included
information boards with
tactile sections, descriptive
images, large and easy-to-read
lettering and good contrast
to background. Most of the
written information is provided
in audio format, accessible for
personal or group use or via
Discovery Pens, which are a
great aid for people who have
a visual or hearing impairment.
The GHODs website also
provides images of the displays
online with audio description
and transcriptions suitable for
e-readers.
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Fleet Review

Ammunitions Manufacturing

In July 1914 a large mobilisation and review
of the fleet, in the presence of King George
V, was held in the Solent. The review
contained 24 Dreadnoughts, the latest and
particularly powerful battleships, 35 other
battleships, 49 cruisers, 26 submarines and
78 destroyers. The fleet was manned by
around 100,000 sailors.

Prior to the war Priddy’s Hard was already an established ammunitions
manufacturer. During the Great War the need for ammunitions was greatly
increased. Because many men had gone away to fight, the demand was met by
employing thousands of women to work on a shift basis 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. Royal Clarence Yard was traditionally one of the Navy’s main victualling
establishments, which meant that it supplied much needed food. Again, this
provided countless job opportunities for local women.

In Gosport the Commander of the Military
Garrison lined up his men from Haslar
Hospital to Gilkicker Fort. Aircraft from
the Royal Flying Corps based in Gosport flew overhead. It was even advertised
that Gamma, a British airship, would be taking to the skies but unfortunately,
she remained stuck in a field in Fort Grange. An audience of thousands crowded
Portsmouth vantage points and Stokes Bay for a view of the spectacle. Three
weeks later, on 6th August 1914, Britain declared war on Germany and The Great
War commenced. Early thoughts were that this would be a short war with all
involved home by Christmas. However, with four years of fighting and around
800,000 British troops killed this was a war of change - new ways of fighting,
new machinery, great hardships.

Gosport’s Unique Position
Due to Gosport’s strategic location, activity in the area drastically increased
with the onset of war. As troops were drawn to arms, villages full of tents
were set up to house them. These were known as ‘Tent Cities’. Large groups of
families and friends came to Gosport railway station to wave off the thousands
of soldiers who were transported to Southampton Dock to board ships taking
them off to war.

Entertainment in Gosport
With the influx of military personnel into Gosport there came the need to
entertain and boost the morale of troops and civilians alike. Gosport had
many places of entertainment, such as theatres, cinemas and pubs. With so
many people gathered together in one place, they were the ideal locations for
recruitment drives. Many more soldiers were needed to boost the ranks and a
variety of tactics were used to persuade men to sign up, even so far as inviting
them up on stage and convincing them to demonstrate their loyalty to protecting
England in front of the whole audience.

Family Life in Gosport
Families were greatly affected by the ongoing war, not just emotionally but
financially as well. The average wage for a soldier with the rank of Private was
a shilling a day whereas, before the war, a labourer could earn 26 shillings a
week. In 1914 the National Relief fund was set up, the Gosport branch was
chaired by George Dukes, Gosport District Council and it was supported by
the Portsmouth Evening News. It met at Thorngate Hall, which was then in
the town centre, where applicants would have to go to be assessed. Funded
by local charity drives The Gosport and Alverstoke Soup Kitchen distributed
soup to people in need. Women and girls were encouraged to show their
patriotism by forming knitting groups making jumpers, socks, scarves, gloves
and balaclavas for the army and navy. This not only helped the servicemen but
also allowed the women to share their fears and anxieties within the support of
the group.

Casualties and Hospitals
As the war proceeded, its ugly
side revealed itself as numerous
casualties were transported back
to England and in the South
initially to Southampton. The 5th
Southern General Hospital was the
term that covered all the military
controlled hospitals in Portsmouth
and Gosport. As casualties mounted
other premises were commandeered
including The National Children’s
Home in Alverstoke. When casualties
arrived in Gosport they were taken
to Haslar Hospital by steam launch.
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REMEMBERING THE
UNFORGETTABLE
The Great War is a subject so broad and diverse and this project is just
a starting point. Through recordings, photographs and personal stories,
it investigates the start of the war in 1914 and Gosport’s involvement.
Through community workshops, five large textile displays along with
accompanying soundtracks were made to depict this period.
We hope that through the findings we keep ‘Remembering the
Unforgettable’ and honouring the part that Gosport and its community
played in our history.

HOME

Fort Brockhurst

Letters

At the end of the war Fort
Brockhurst was used as a discharge
depot for soldiers returning from
service abroad. The photograph
above is taken of Lynne Thomson
Chreiazomenou’s grandfather with a
group relaxing at Fort Brockhurst.

During the Great War communication
was so important for morale and an
estimated 2 billion letters and 114
million parcels were sent keeping
families in touch.

Memorial Plaquette

Christmas Card from
Princess Mary

1,355,000 of these plaques were
issued to the next of kin of Empire
and British service personnel who
died in World War One. Due to its
sad associations it was known as the
Dead Mans’ Penny. Created out of
bronze, it was 12 cm (5 “) in diameter.

The 17 year old daughter of King
George V decided set up a fund so
that every person serving away could
receive a gift from ‘home’ paid for
by donations from the public. During
Christmas 1914 gift boxes were sent
to those serving. As well as Christmas
cards, the boxes also contained
gifts such as tobacco, cigarettes
or chocolate.
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Alice Rebecca Penfold

Letters from the War

Field Postcards

As a Dispatch Rider who worked at
Grange Airfield, her job was to deliver
important military documents to
and from the base. One of the most
important deliveries was the official
paperwork, which informed the
airfield of the official end to the war.
She was reported as being a bit of a
rebel in a local newspaper when she
was caught exceeding the speed limit
of 20mph!

A personal correspondence between a
husband and wife. It reads:
“My Darling Wife and Children, Just
a line to let you know I am still quite
well, as I hope this will find you all. I am
unable to say much more except God
bless you and watch over you, I remain
your loving husband and father Tom xxx
Look out for news in papers.”

These postcards showed pre-typed
phrases, so that soldiers would cross
out what was not applicable. These
postcards were a form of censorship
and the soldiers were not allowed
to add any other information to the
cards. It was important that they
did not divulge information of their
whereabouts when fighting on the
frontline.

Kitty McCarthy 1917

Memorial
Scroll

With the new roles
women took on, it
was important to
wear more practical
clothes and it was
often frowned
upon if fashion was
thought to be too
frivolous. Many
women were now
wearing uniforms as
they had replaced
many of the men
who had gone to
war. Across Gosport, women took
on jobs that had traditionally been
done by men, such as engineers,
postal workers, bus conductors and
ammunition workers.

Signed by
King George
V which
came with
the Memorial
Plaquette to
the deceased
serviceman’s
family.
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Priddy’s Hard Ammunition
Workers
Around 12,000 women worked in
Royal Clarence Yard and Priddy’s
Hard on a shift basis 24/7. The Royal
Clarence Victualling Yard provided
food for the Navy. The Royal Naval
Armament Depot (RNAD) supplied
ammunition. This photo shows
Priddy’s Hard ammunition workers
in their white overalls and hats. They
also wore clogs to reduce the risk of a
spark that might trigger an explosion.
After a few weeks of working
with chemicals, the colour of their
skin turned yellow and they were
affectionately nicknamed “canaries”
or canary girl.

Embroidered Postcards
These postcards were generally known as ‘WWI Silks’. Hand
embroidered onto strips of silk mesh, they were mostly created by
French and Belgian women refugees who sent the finished strips
to the factories for mounting onto the postcards. Due to their
wide popularity with British and American servicemen, they often
showed British, American and French Flags and symbols to be
patriotic.
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SEA

Sea Catch

Battle of Jutland

As part of the Search collection
this photo taken during the Great
War shows 60 men of the HMS
Hermione with a large catch of fish.

One of the most famous sea battles
was the Battle of Jutland in which
more than 6000 sailors went down
with their ships. The majority of which
were from Gosport and Portsmouth.
During the war, there were very few
families in Gosport who were not
affected by the loss of a loved one.

Fort Blockhouse (HMS
Dolphin)
Naval Town

Scroll
This scroll that was sent to the
family of PTE (Private) Henry
James Churcher RN who was on
HMS Black Prince. The cruiser was
sunk during the Battle of Jutland
in May 1916 with all hands lost.

From its origins as a small fishing
village, Gosport developed into a
Naval town with establishments
such as HMS Dolphin. The Royal
Marine Light Infantry was stationed
at Forton Barracks, which is
currently St Vincent’s Sixth Form
College. These marines were
highly trained troops who formed
landing parties, protected ships and
provided communications on the
battlefield via a bugle call or drum.

Gosport was the home of the
Royal Navy Submarine Service and
base for many of the Great War
submarine classes. The memorial
chapel was built in 1917 on the
North Bastion to commemorate all
the submariners lost in the war.
It is dedicated to Saint Nicholas;
the patron saint of sailors and
it is also the home of the Book
of Remembrance which lists the
name of every submariner lost
since 1904.

Arthur Woods
Arthur Woods from Gosport is shown
here proudly wearing his medals,
including the Campaign Star, Victory
Medal and the Imperial War medal.
The three medals were commonly
referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred.
Arthur served as a soldier in the Great
War having joined up when he was
just 14. Later, he married the widowed
Alice Penfold.
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Gosport Sisters in Service

Enlistment Poster

Florence Penfold (Left) worked
in The Royal Naval Air Service
(RNAS) during the Great War.
Her sister Alice Rebecca Penfold
(Right) was a Dispatch Rider
at Grange Airfield. Alice’s first
husband was George Waterfield
who was in the Navy and
unfortunately was one of the
casualties of the ill-fated L24
submarine, which was sunk
accidentally during an exercise
in 1924.

A diverse range of recruitment
materials were produced to
convince men to enlist, typically
in written form or a captioned
picture. This example is a list
designed to make men feel obliged
to ‘do their bit’. Many illustrated
posters also applied this guilt
tactic although often they
incorporated it into a charming
or comedic illustration. Men
attending the local music halls
would often be convinced to enlist
on the spot, partly out of flattery,
guilt and the desire to fight for
their country.

Percy Alfred Rendle

Trenches

Percy was a Gosport lad and
joined the Dorchester Regiment
in 1916. He served in Flanders
and also fought in Arras and the
Somme. In 1917 he was collecting
water from a newly captured well
when he was struck by a burst
shell. He sadly died at the young
age of 17.

Troops were trained at
Browndown ranges with respect to
digging trenches, boarding them
up and putting in guard posts etc.
This strategy was highly important
as trenches formed a major part
of their protection. Remnants
of some of the trenches are still
there today. A Gosport Veteran
of a later war involving trenches
described the terror of the enemy
attacking across no man’s land as
“Death coming closer, one step at
a time”.
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FUMS UP FOR LUCK
Work created by year 5 children from Leesland Junior School
Over seven weeks we worked with an enthusiastic group of 20 young people to
look at the Great War and Gosport. We enjoyed a visit from a re-enactor who
portrayed a Great War soldier and told us about his uniform and equipment and
we wrote letters to our loved ones at the frontline. We also looked at other jobs
in the services and the role of women during this time. We made our own felt
and created fuzzy felt people in uniforms from the era. Our group also visited
Explosion Museum and learnt all about the ammunition workers based at Priddy’s
Hard. The young people helped us recreate recruitment posters and investigated
the way that young men were encouraged to join the services.

Fums Up Mascot
These little lucky mascots first
came into existence around the
end of the 19th century, but
enjoyed a heightened popularity
during the Great War. Due to the
way they stick up both thumbs,
they were referred to as “Fums Up
Dolls”. Fums up dolls were small
enough to be carried safely around
in your pocket and endearing
enough to bring a little cheer to
those serving in the armed forces.
Replicas of the Fums Up have been
individually created by children
from Leesland Junior School.
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SKY

Medals
The medals shown have all been awarded to Walter John Seward. When the
WW1 medals were issued in the 1920’s it coincided with a popular comic strip
written by Bertram J. Lamb and drawn by the cartoonist A.B. Payne. Pip was
the dog, Squeak the penguin and Wilfred the young rabbit. For some reason
the three names of the characters became associated with the three campaign
medals being issued at that time to many thousands of returning servicemen.

Walter John Seward
Walter John Seward from Gosport was a reconnaissance pilot with
the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). He flew over Passchendaele with a
heavy camera and took
photographs, which aided
strategy of future battles.
Due to bad weather during
a mission, he crashed his
plane yet survived and
went on to fight in both
world wars. Throughout his
career he worked his way
up from the bottom of the
RFC to almost the top of
the RAF when he retired
as an Air Vice Marshall. We
constructed a model of the
type of planes used in the War with a community group- Give, Gain &
Grow. They appreciated that our construction methods of a thin frame
coated with material was not much more elaborate than the designs of
the real thing!

Telegram
Sent to the mother of Walter
John Seward, with respect to
his temporary disappearance,
reading as follows: 17th
September 1917. “Regret to
inform you Second Lieutenant
W J Seward Royal Flying Corps
20 Squadron was wounded
September. Further news sent
when received. Secretary War
Office.”
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Gamma and Beta

Naval Town

Airships Gamma and Beta,
similar to the German
Zeppelins were so visible
that they could be viewed
from wherever you were in
Gosport. This image shows
one over Gosport Harbour.

“Ferdie” Waldon (Left) was the
Commanding Officer (CO) of
60 Squadron. Unfortunately he
was killed during the Somme
offensive. He was succeeded by
Major Robert Smith Barry (Right).
The new CO revolutionised
flight training in Gosport. He
emphasised the importance of
teaching instructors and trained
them to teach pupils how to
get out of flight difficulties as
opposed to avoiding them.

He encouraged the
use of dual control
planes in which the
instructor and student
could communicate
by means of a rubber
tube headset system
known as the Gosport
Tube. Today’s wireless
version is still referred
to as the Gosport Tube.
The principles of “The
Gosport System” of flight
training are still the basis
of training throughout
the world today.
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Plane Painting
The plane portrayed was taken from a print that was hung in the Officers
Mess, Alverbank, Stokes Bay. It represents a typical World War One plane.
People of Gosport witnessed planes training in the air and practicing
their dog fights. Grange airfield was instrumental to flight development
and training for the war effort. The site has evolved over the years under
various names including- RNAS Gosport, RAF Gosport, HMS Siskin and HMS
Sultan. The group Loud and Proud helped us create a number of models
representing tanks, planes and boats of the era.
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FOUR LONG YEARS
How the project unfolded
The ‘Four Long Years’ project commenced during Heritage Open Days in
2016 by holding drop-in craft sessions at Fort Brockhurst. Paul & Clare from
Splodge Designs outlined the project to visitors and encouraged youngsters
to make replicas of ‘fumsup’ mascots to take home. A ‘fumsup’ doll was a
small lucky charm of a baby with it’s thumbs up. Soldiers would carry the
charm on them for good luck.
Early in 2017 Splodge Designs led community workshops which involved
research, learning and making. Participants collected photographs,
newspaper clippings, documents, letters and photos of keepsakes, as well as
family tales passed down to help them build a clear picture of what life was
really like. Plus each group visited a local historical site/museum and had a
local expert/historian talk.
We created an 8 page period styled newspaper, ‘The Gosport Gazette’, to
capture some of the war stories and local home front news from this time.
We also produced 2 interactive panels showing outline stories from the
newspaper, imbedded with audio narration via Discovery Pens. A striking
timeline on 4 pull up banners, adorned with drawings made by local children,
leads through events of 1914-1918 in relation to Gosport.
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First World War photographs and records, which were made available to our
groups during the projects.

The End of the Great War
There were many reasons that the war came to a cease fire in 1918.
Germany was losing the battle in France and the German Navy had gone on
strike and refused to carry on fighting and when the United States joined
the war in April 1917 it gave the Triple Entente greater power. Germany was
struggling to continue fighting and their leaders told their government to
end the fighting. On the 9th November 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm, the German
leader, abdicated and two days later, Germany signed the armistice and
hostilities ceased.
The war had lasted four years and four months. Across Britain people
celebrated but the Great War had a huge impact of families throughout
Britain.
On 11 November 1919, one year after the war ended, a newspaper
announced that it was “Peace Day”.

PEACE AT LAST
Fort Brockhurst
The central focus of this project has been Fort Brockhurst in Gosport, one
of the local Victorian Forts built in the 1800s. They were utilised for various
military purposes during the Great War. Fort Brockhurst was used as a
recruitment centre and later served as a demobilisation centre in 1918.
Fort Gomer was used as a training facility preparing troops for trench
warfare. A detachment of the 3rd Battalion Hampshire Regiment was based
at Fort Gilkicker.
In August of 1914 Fort Elson was utilised to imprison 120 men who had
surrendered in The Solent from a German merchant steamer. Fort Rowner,
Fort Grange and their surroundings became the School of Special Flying (1
Reserve Squadron) founded by Major Robert Smith-Barry.
Fort Brockhurst’s rich and varied military history, and keeps an archive of

“It’s wonderful how Gosport people support
our Heritage Open Days and, I believe
this, once again, has helped gain the
confidence of the Heritage Lottery Fund. It’s
great to know that we are a step closer to
preserving Gosport’s Heritage for another
century .”
- Ralph Booker, Project Manager
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Peace Parties
Peace Parties were held to commemorate
the end of the Great War. Some
neighbourhoods held parties in the streets
and others held them in their local halls.
People decorated the streets with bunting
and flags. Mothers prepared a special tea
and fun and games were arranged.
As part of our commemoration we
have held our own Peace Party at Fort
Brockhurst. Participants from local
community groups plus local dignitaries
and even re-enactment soldiers were
present.
The room was decorated with periodstyled bunting created with the help of
local young people. A newly made textile
depicting a Peace Party was unveiled
and two specially written songs were
performed. Also, artwork and information
all of our Great War projects was
displayed.
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Conclusion
In 1918 The Great War ended with a feeling
that there was peace at last. To commemorate
this important historical event, GHODs and
Splodge Designs created the Peace at Last
project. The aims were to increase public
awareness of Gosport’s contribution to the war
effort and to make the history more accessible
to all.
Our Peace at Last project was funded by
The HLF’s “First World War: Then and Now
programme”.
On receiving the grant, Ralph Booker, Project Manager for GHODs, said
“We are delighted to have been awarded the HLF grant and we look forward to
working with our local organisations to tell the story about Gosport’s role in the
War and how peace was celebrated in 1918”.
Thanks to money raised by National Lottery
players, we were able to complete work which
focuses on the history of the last year of the First
World War. As with our previous projects, local
community groups were invited to participate in a
series of interactive workshops which resulted in
our creation of textile and audio depictions of that
era. The project enabled people of Gosport, from a
wide range of ages and abilities, to come together
to preserve the memories and heritage of people,
stories and history of the area in 1918.

Outcomes

Image Placeholder

Our findings from all three of our First World
War commemorative projects have been gathered
together into this single study pack for use by schools, groups, residential
homes and local study centres. To further compliment this, all of the creative
outputs such as textiles, information panels, audio tracks and songs,
interactive boards and timeline banners are available to loan on request.
Please email: outreach.resources@gosportheritage.co.uk
or tel/text: 07531 001003 to discuss your needs.
Our online resources are freely accessible to everyone from Gosport
Heritage Open Days website www.gosportheritage.co.uk
Please do not publish any part of these resources without giving credit to Gosport Heritage Open
Days and Splodge Designs.

THANK YOU
Our thanks to everyone involved for making these
projects possible:
Heritage Lottery for funding, Splodge Design for
creation;
For all the individuals who helped us with this project
from personal stories and recollections to informing our
research, these include: Pam Braddock, Gareth Brettell,
Terry Rhodes, Pam Rhodes, Terry Hinkley, John Fletcher,
Reg Norton, Brian & Allyson Rendle, Christine & Tim
Seward, Lynne Thomson Chreiazomenou;
The Gosport Area: memories and photos, past and
present Facebook group;
To all the organisations including English Heritage,
Search, Discovery Centre, Hampshire Archives, Pallant
House, Explosion Museum, Royal Naval Dockyard
Museum, HMS Sultan Airfield Museum,Submarine
Museum, Fort Brockhurst, Gosport Access Group and
Disability Forum, Square Pegs charity, Haslar Heritage
Group, Give Gain & Grow, Loud & Proud, Leesland
Junior School, Siskin School, The Key Pupil Referral
Unit, Northcott House, Bivol Group, Rowner Beavers,
Woodcot Lodge Residential Home;
All the members of the public who came to our drop in
workshops during Gosport Heritage Open Days at Fort
Brockhurst.
Other formats of this booklet are available at:
www.gosportheritage.co.uk or tel/text 07531 001003

www.gosportheritage.co.uk

